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minded for it. Suffice it to say that the Hindu refugees fled -for
fear of their lives. -There is in Kohat an overwhelming Mussalman
majority. They have in so far as is possible under a foreign do-
mination effective political control. It is up to them, therefore, to
show that the Hindus are as safe in the midst of their majority as
they would be if the whole population of Kohat was Hindu. The
Mussalmans of Kohat may not rest satisfied till they have brought
back to Kohat every one of the refugees. I hope that the Hindus
would not fall into the trap laid for them by the Government and
would resolutely decline to go back till the Mussalmans of Kohat
have given them full assurances as to their lives and property.
The Hindus can live in the midst of an overwhelming Mussal-
man majority only if the latter are willing to receive and treat them
as friends and equals, just as Mussalmans, if in a minority, must
depend for honourable existence in the midst of a Hindu majority
on the latter's friendliness. A Government can give protection
against thieves and robbers, but not even a swaraj government
will be able to protect people against a wholesale boycott by one
community of another. Governments can deal with abnormal
situations. When quarrels become a normal thing of life, it is called
civil war and parties must fight it out themselves. The present
Government being foreign, in reality a veiled military rule, has
resources at its command for its protection against any combination
we can make and has, therefore, the power, if it has the will, to
deal with our class feuds. But no swaraj government with any
pretension to being a popular government can possibly be organized
and maintained on a war footing. A swaraj government means a
government established by the free joint will of Hindus, Mussal-
mans and others. Hindus and Mussalmans, if they desire swaraj,
have perforce to settle their differences amicably.
The Unity Conference at Delhi has paved the way for a settle-
ment of religious differences.   The Committee of the All Parties
Conference is among other things expected to find a workable and
just solution of the political differences not only between Hindus
and Mussalmans but between all classes and all castes, sects or
denominations.   Our goal must be removal, at the earliest possible
moment, of communal or sectional representation.   A common
electorate must impartially elect its representatives on the sole
ground of merit.    Our services must be likewise impartially manned
by the most qualified men and women.   But till that time comes
and communal jealousies or preferences become a thing of the past,
who suspect the motives of majorities must be allowed
way.   Thfe majority must set the example of self-sacrifice.